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Nicaragua: Sandinista National Liberation Front Selects
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by Deborah Tyroler
Category/Department:  General
Published:  Wednesday, September 27, 1989
On Sept. 24, 1,746 delegates attending the Sandinista National Liberation Front's (FSLN) national
convention approved a party platform for the February 1990 elections and candidates for president
and vice president. The delegates, representing a wide spectrum of society including youth groups,
women, peasants, the handicapped, and the armed forces, also debated and approved 90 candidates
for the National Assembly and for mayor of 145 municipalities. The convention took place at the
Olaf Palme center in Managua. Nicaragua's current president, Daniel Ortega, and vice president,
Sergio Ramirez, were nominated to run for the same offices next year. The pair captured 62% of
the vote in 1984. The party platform promises to increase economic growth to an average 5% per
year, reduce infant mortality of 60 per 1,000 by about half, expand free education to reduce illiteracy
to 6%, and to seek a "respectful accord" with the US, among many other points. On Sept. 25, the
FSLN registered its candidates with the Supreme Electoral Council. (Basic data from AP, 09/24/89;
Notimex, 09/24/89, 09/25/89; Xinhua, 09/25/89)
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